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Something is Growing at Doolittle 
 
Residents at Doolittle Home are now growing their own 
vegetables and flowers in new raised container gardens 
on the sun deck.  These gardens are wheel chair 
accessible and easy for residents to access. 
 

       
 
After careful assembly and preparation by Philip Cobb, 
the beds were ready and so were the residents.  The beds 
were filled with soil, the plants and seeds carefully 
planted and gently watered. 
 

         
Philip Cobb, Joanne Pratt, Charles McAlister and 

Barbara Griffin (left to right) prepare 
 the beds for planting. 

 
The residents are anxiously awaiting the opportunity to 
enjoy vegetables in the dining room that they grew 
themselves. 
 

Doolittle Celebrates Summer 
 
Doolittle Home residents, staff, trustees and guests 
officially welcomed summer with the annual summer 
picnic on June 24.  Due to extreme humidity, the 
event was held indoors. 
 
As part of the Doolittle summer tradition, the Stone 
Street Strummers provided background music for the 
event while everyone enjoyed the delicious food and 
delightful company. 

       
Trustee Marie Crimmins, her husband Dave, 
Trustee Jack Authelet and his wife Marge, 

enjoy a visit with Evie Rhind 
 
President Joanne Pratt recognized employees for 
their service anniversaries at the event: 

               
Philip Cobb is recognized by president Joanne Pratt 

for his ten years of service. 
Summer Outing continued page two 
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Doolittle Introduces Respite Care 
 
Having provided total peace of mind to its Life Care 
residents and their families for 95 years, Doolittle Home 
now opens its doors to a new initiative, respite care.  
Families caring for an elderly loved one in their home or 
providing a high level of support to those still living 
independently, often find it difficult to plan vacations or 
other absences from their homes. 
 
To meet that need, Doolittle Home now offers respite 
care of one week or more per stay in the main retirement 
section of the facility.  Care provided would include the 
individual’s room, all meals and snacks, laundry, 
housekeeping and hairdressing services, medication 
administration and participation in all scheduled 
activities. 
 
According to Joanne Pratt, president of Doolittle Home, 
“We can provide accommodations in the same home-
like setting they are used to, every member of our staff 
is sensitive to the needs of the elderly, and our full range 
of services would be available.” 
 
The minimum stay for respite care would be seven days, 
subject to room availability.  Full details of the respite 
care program are available by calling DeAnna Willis, 
executive director, at 508-543-2694. 
       

MBA Students Share Ideas 

            
Northeastern University MBA students in the Marketing 
Club put their skills to work reviewing Doolittle Home 
marketing materials and initiatives and offering their 
recommendations.  The team presented their findings to 
the Executive Committee.  The Marketing Committee is 
working to implement many of their suggestions. 
 

Summer Outing continued from page one 
 
Philip Cobb – 10 years 
Phil joined Doolittle in January 2000 and serves as 
Director of House and Grounds.  In addition to his 
maintenance responsibilities Phil also manages the 
housekeeping and laundry departments.  His talents 
are truly appreciated as he is called upon to do 
everything from painting and plumbing, to electrical 
work, tiling and carpentry – a true jack of all trades 
and a very valued employee. 

                          
Irma Harrington visits with trustee Jim Miller and 

his wife Marie 
 
Trisha Holt – 15 years 
Trisha has worked as a CNA on the 11 – 7 shift for 
15 years where she is a valued member of the 
nursing staff.  She is caring and attentive to the needs 
of the residents.  We know our residents are well 
cared for with such a thoughtful individual on the 
team. 
 
Pauline Dewey – 10 years 
Pauline has worked as the charge nurse on the 11 – 7 
shift for the past ten years.  As Pauline has said, “I 
work here knowing that it’s not only about the care, 
it’s about the caring.”  We are blessed to have such a 
dependable leader on the night shift. 
 
Maria MacDonald – 10 years 
Maria has also been a CNA on the night shift for the 
past ten years.  She was always sharing goodies with 
the nurses on the other shifts.  Maria is currently out 
due to illness and she is truly missed by both staff 
and residents. 
 
Doolittle Home is blessed to have such talented, 
caring staff members to care for our residents 
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Volunteers Brighten Residents’ Days 
 
Rev. Barry Kimbrough had a guest accompanist at the 
weekly chapel service.  His daughter, Karolina Rose, 
brought her pink keyboard and joined is as he played the 
guitar for special music. 
 

               
Karolina Rose provides special music for chapel 

 
Foxboro High School Student Council members (below) 
visited Doolittle Home and made picture frames with the 
residents.  Senior Lauren Blakely and junior Emily 
McGowan are seen here with Evie Rhind. 
 

       
 
Members of the Sullivan Stuart School of Irish Dance in 
Mansfield delighted residents with a performance.  One 
of the dancers, Rachel Aitkenhead is a regular volunteer 
at Doolittle bowling.  Photo on page 4. 
 

Doolittle Hosts Tri-Town Chamber 
 
Doolittle Home was site of the Tri-Town Chamber’s 
Business After Hours event in February.  Members 
had an opportunity to see the facility and to learn 
more about Doolittle Home as part of their monthly 
networking event. 

       
Tri-Town Chamber members enjoyed Doolittle Home 
 
 

Dream Dinner for Doolittle 
 
Dream Dinners of Plainville, a member of the Tri-
Town Chamber of Commerce hosted a fundraising 
event to support Doolittle Home.  Trustee Lynne 
Sarikas worked with Dream Dinners to host a Taste 
of Dream Dinners event with proceeds benefitting 
Doolittle Home.  Doolittle also received a percentage 
of orders placed for a four week period. 
 
Special thanks to Beth and Lisa at Dream Dinners for 
their outstanding support of Doolittle Home. 

           
Guests enjoyed the convenience of preparing meals 

in advance while supporting Doolittle Home 
 

 


